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2016 first-ever Schoolcraft College club hockey game

SC Students Score –  
On-Ice and Off
They’re not throwing hats on the ice 
yet – and certainly not an octopus. But 
students at Schoolcraft College are 
throwing their hats in the air in joy as 
they had the opportunity to play the 
first-ever intercollegiate Schoolcraft 
hockey game, facing a team from Ferris 
State University.

Formed by student Andrew Lindsay, 
the hockey team is not an NCAA- sanc-
tioned program, but what colleges call 

an independent club team that plays 
against other colleges’ club teams.

When Lindsay began recruiting this 
past winter, fellow students Brendan 
Barger and Sheldon Varhol jumped 
in right away to help Lindsay get the 
team started. The three are co-captains. 
Lindsay then recruited his dad, Rob, 
a retired NCAA Division II hockey 
coach. “I guess I’m back in the game,” 
said Coach Lindsay.

The team’s first season ended with a 
record of 8-10-3. “We had a flat start at 
the beginning,” said Coach Lindsay, 
“but we had a great run from January 
to March. I feel we’ll have a real power-
house next season because we have a lot 
of talent coming to Schoolcraft.”

Co-captain Barger said, “One thing 
that makes this so great is I thought my 
hockey playing career was over. Then 
Andrew approached me about the team 
and the dream came back alive.”
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‘Connection’ Is Golden

2015-2016 Connection Staff 

Excerpted from a recent issue of the Schoolcraft Connection 
by Camyle Cryderman, Editor-in-Chief

In February of 1966, five years after Schoolcraft College 
was established, the first student-run newspaper was 
published on campus. At just four pages long, the newspa-
per – then known as the “The Commuter” – was a work in 
progress, but a momentous one at that.

Now, exactly 50 years later, the publication has evolved 
into an award-winning success. Known as the “Schoolcraft 
Connection,” the newspaper has gone through many transi-
tions and made drastic content changes as well.

The original issue of the paper featured stories about the 
school’s dress code, a student fundraiser and the first 
plans to build the iconic Waterman building on campus. 
Through the years, the newspaper has continued to evolve 
into a wealth of information-sharing articles about events 
on campus, popular movie reviews and student profiles 
throughout.

There to see the transition of it all was former newspaper 
adviser Sherry Springer, who began as assistant director of 
the Student Activities Office in 1987 and later that year be-
came the first adviser of the Schoolcraft Connection. In her 
more than 25 years in the position, she helped develop the 
newspaper into what it is today. The Schoolcraft Connection 
has been under a new adviser, Rena Laverty, since 2012 
and the newspaper is now an online publication.

“The excitement  
of it all was the  
best part of my  
time there,” said  
Springer. “Being  
able to go out  
and teach the  
students how  
to write and  
interview was  
very rewarding.”

Guiding the newspaper staff to win awards like “Over-
all General Excellence,” “Best All-Around Non-Daily 
Newspaper” and the esteemed “Best Community College 
Newspaper in Michigan,” Springer helped spark the pas-
sion for journalism in many students.

“While originally studying graphic design,” said Michael 
Simari, Schoolcraft Connection photography editor in 
2008, “I found a love for photography that may not have 
been discoveered it if weren’t for my time spent working 
for the Schoolcraft Connection. Being photo editor at the 
Connection taught me so much on how to be self-suffi-
cient while having to keep organized.”

Simari now works as the on-line photographer for Car 
and Driver magazine, in part thanks to his time on the 
Schoolcraft newspaper.
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In February of 1966, five years 
after Schoolcraft College was 
established, the first student run 
newspaper was published on 
campus. At just four pages long, 
the newspaper, then known as 
the “Commuter” was a work 
in progress, but a momentous 
one at that. Now, exactly 50 
years after the first Schoolcraft 
newspaper was published, the 
publication has evolved into an 
award winning success.  

Now known as the “School-
craft Connection,” the news-
paper has gone through many 
transitions and made drastic 
content changes as well. Before 
deciding on its current title, 
the newspaper was known as 
“The Commuter” from 1966 to 
1969, “The Back Door” from 
1969 to 1971, “The Campus 
Globe” from 1971 to 1985, 
“The Campus Beat” from 1985 
to 1986 until it finally became 
the Schoolcraft Connection in 
1987. The original issue of the 
paper featured stories about the 
school’s dress code, a student 
fundraiser and the first plans 
to build the iconic Waterman 
building on campus. Through 
the years, the newspaper has 
continued to evolve into a 
wealth of information sharing 
articles about events on cam-
pus, popular movie reviews and 
student profiles throughout.  

There to see the transition 
of it all was former newspaper 
advisor Sherry Springer. She 
began as the Assistant Director 
of the Student Activities Of-
fice in 1987, and later that year 

became the first advisor of the 
Schoolcraft Connection. In her 
more than 25 years in the posi-
tion, she proudly developed the 
newspaper into what it is today.  

“The excitement of it all was 
the best part of my time there,” 
said Springer. “Being able to go 
out and teach the students how 
to write and interview was very 
rewarding.”

Guiding the newspaper staff 
to win awards like “Overall 
General Excellence,” “Best 
All-Around Non-Daily News-
paper,” and the esteemed “Best 
Community College Newspaper 
in Michigan,” Springer helped 
spark the passion for journalism 
in many students.  

“While originally studying 
graphic design, I found a love 
for photography that may not 
have been discovered if it wasn’t 
for my time spent working for 
the Schoolcraft Connection,” 
said Michael Simari, Schoolcraft 
Connection Photography Editor 
in 2008. “Being Photo Editor at 
the Connection taught me so 
much on how to be self-suffi-
cient while having to keep orga-
nized.”

Simari now works as the On-
line Staff Photographer for Car 
and Driver in part thanks to his 
time on the Schoolcraft news-
paper.  

Not only has the student 
newspaper on campus helped 
impact the future career and 
schooling of former workers, 
but it has helped improve the 
lives of many. 

“Being an editor for the 
Schoolcraft Connection taught 
me a lot about the journalism 
industry, but also about myself,” 
said former Editor-in-Chief Lau-

ren Lukens from the 2014-2015 
school year. 

The Schoolcraft Connection 
has been under a new adviser, 
Rena Laverty, since 2012. With 
a growing editor and staff team, 
the newspaper is only improv-
ing. Later this spring the Con-
nection team will travel to Mt. 
Pleasant for the annual Michigan 
Community College Press Asso-
ciation awards presentation and 
hope to continue the tradition 
of journalism excellence. 

Among the changes that have 
occurred over the years, The 
Schoolcraft Connection has 
become an online publication as 
well. Featuring pdf versions of 
every edition of the paper and 
online exclusive articles, people 
around the world can stay up 
to date on Schoolcraft news at 
schoolcraftconnection.com 

Over the past 50 years, a lot 
has changed at Schoolcraft, but 
one thing has stayed constant: 
The Schoolcraft Newspaper. 
With a goal of spreading news 
and entertainment on campus, 
the Connection hopes that its 
50 years of service has brought 
insight and joy to its readers. 
The Schoolcraft Connection 
would like to thank all of its 
viewers and supporters over 
the years as well as Schoolcraft 
College and is looking forward 
to 50 more years of delivering 
the news to the campus com-
munity.

BY CAMYLE CRYDERMAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Golden anniversary
Student publication celebrates 50 years of 
reporting the news 
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For nearly 20 years School-
craft has been incorporating 
students in the teaching pro-
cess through its Peer Assisted 
Learning (PAL) program. In 
an effort to aid students who 
were having difficulty in certain 
classes, the college combined 
peer tutoring with in class 
instruction to create a more 
relatable and understandable 
form of help. 

The program was founded 
by Kathy Fortner, LSS Program 
Coordinator for PAL in the 
mid-90s  when she noticed that 
many students learned better 
in an informal group setting. 
The PAL program added a new 
twist to the typical one on one 
tutoring by essentially assigning 
one student aid per class. 

The program works by taking 
students who have previous-
ly completed and excelled in 
a specific course and pairing 
them with a professor of a 
similar class. The PAL leader 
and professor then work to-
gether with the class to create 
a group-tutoring schedule that 
works for everyone. 

Students are free to attend 
these meetings as frequently as 
they wish and can ask the PAL 
instructor to work through 
specific problems or concepts. 
The meetings typically take 
place in the courses assigned 
classroom before or after the 
class to allow for adequate 
studying time and convenience. 

“The PAL program helps 
students succeed, then the stu-
dents who are reaching success 
in the program become a PAL 
leader,” said PAL founder Kathy 
Fortner.   

PAL goes above and beyond 
with new strategies and hands 

on activities to teach innovative 
ways that replace traditional 
lecturing and textbook reading. 
The program creates a com-
fortable learning atmosphere as 
it is student lead and provides 
more tips on how to succeed. 
To be a PAL instructor, a stu-
dent must have a 3.0 cumulative 
GPA and a 3.5 GPA in the spe-
cific class they are instructing. 
Other requirements to being a 
PAL instructor include grasping 
concepts quickly and work-
ing well with others. To learn 
more or inquire to become a 
PAL instructor, speak with a 
professor that has a course the 
PAL program is involved with. 
PAL typically pair with gateway 
and higher level math and sci-
ence courses. They are always 
looking for more participants 
to help.    

“Students who are not suc-
cessful in gateway courses do 
not graduate as often as stu-
dents who succeed in a gateway 
course,” said Deborah Daiek, 
Dean of Education and Learning 
Support. “This program is guar-
anteed to help more students 
graduate.”The program has 
been known to help students 
improve their grades over the 
length of the semester and 
students are participating now 
more than ever before. PAL 

leaders are included with cer-
tain courses that tend to prove 
difficult for students.  

“I have learned a lot while 
being in the PAL program. I 
have learned how to teach 
other students the subject I am 
learning and met friends with 
similar interests that I have,” 
said Rachel Morrow, current 
PAL leader for multiple biology 
courses. 

Programs like PAL are often 
underappreciated.. Some stu-
dents have difficulty with the 
hard transition into college and 
may be scared to go to individ-
ual tutoring. The PAL program 
is a great alternative. By en-
gaging with other students in 
the class and learning from a 
previous student rather than a 
professor, many students feel 
more comfortable. For any 
students interested in receiving 
help from the PAL program, 
ask a professor if the class is 
involved.

BY JAMES PAXSON
 SPORTS EDITOR

Peer Assisted 
Learning Program 
unites education

Lending 
a helping 
hand

“Students who are 
not successful in 
gateway courses do 
not graduate as often 
as students who 
succeed in a gateway 
course. This program 
is guaranteed to 
help more students 
graduate.

— Deborah Daiek, Dean 
of Education and 
Learning Support
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A Little Focus Goes a Long Way
Many times an education at Schoolcraft College 
teaches you more than information – it teaches 
you about yourself.

“That’s what happened 
to me,” said 2008 SC 
alumnus T.J. Frader.  

“One person in par-
ticular – accounting 

instructor Michelle Randall – helped me to be 
serious about my studies, which naturally led to 
my doing better in school.

“In fact, I felt that, because she helped me so much, 
I would stay after class and help other students 
who needed a little tutoring.  I took the initiative 
and worked harder on what I was learning so I 
could communicate it back to the others who 
needed help.  That made me feel better 
about myself and caused me to focus 
even more on my studies.

“And that’s all thanks to Professor 
Randall.  She cared.  She made me 
make decisions on which road to take.  
I took the accounting road.”

Why Schoolcraft?  “I really didn’t 
know what I wanted to do,” said Frad-
er.  “So I decided to go to Schoolcraft 
instead of a four-year school to give me 
time to figure out where I wanted to 
be.  I tried out a few different subjects 
and, after spending time talking with 
Professor Randall on my options, I 
decided on accounting.

“I believe that other schools wouldn’t 
have given me the chance to meet and 
know professors and get their opinions 
that can help so much.  Many of their 
classes are so large that you never get 
to even talk to the professors, much 
less have a meaningful conversation.”

After graduating from SC, Frader went to 
Eastern Michigan University, where he 
received a bachelor’s degree in accounting.  
He’s now an underwriter for refinance 
loans at Quicken Loans in Detroit.

“I love it here,” he said.  “It reminds me 
of Schoolcraft College in that both 

places have a really nice atmosphere.  At school, 
you’re able to work closely with your professors 
and you have an open, 
relaxing atmosphere.  
And it’s the same 
here at Quicken.  We 
have great flexibility 
here and it’s open, 
not closed off like in 
some companies.

“At Quicken – just 
like at Schoolcraft – I 
get the feeling that 
I’m valued.  And 
what’s more import-
ant than that?”

T.J. Frader in his element at Quicken Loans, Detroit Michigan
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Motivator Loves Her Job
Someone stepped in.
“I call it divine intervention,” said  

Michelle Randall, 
Associate  
Professor of  
Accounting.  

“It’s why I’m  
teaching at 

Schoolcraft right now.”

Randall talks about her life before teach-
ing at the college. “When I was in high 
school, I wanted to be a math teacher. I 
always loved school. After taking the 
second level of calculus, I decided I didn’t 
like calc. So I switched to accounting and 
really enjoyed it.”

Her training at the University of Michigan 
was geared to public accounting, so that’s 
where she started her career. “It was great 
money with good opportunities,” she said, 

“but I didn’t feel it. So I went into corporate 
accounting. I did that for a while, but when 
I had two kids, I wanted more flexibility.”

That led to a part-time job as an accounting 
instructor at Schoolcraft.

“One day, I got a call asking me to teach at 
the college full-time,” she recalled. “On 
the very same day, a good friend called 
to tell me she was looking for a full-time 
babysitting job. She was someone I could 
trust with my kids so I did what I really 
wanted to do – teach full-time. I’ve been 
here for 15 years now.”

Randall keeps a book in her office called, 
“Why I Teach.” In it are letters and notes from students 
thanking her for motivating them and teaching them.

“Because I love to learn,” she said, “I like to share what I 
learn with other people. And I firmly believe that  
enthusiasm, dedication and passion can be contagious.  
T.J. Frader (see related story on page 4) was one of those 
students who struggled when he first came into my class. 
In fact, he wanted to give up, so he asked my opinion. I 
simply told him the truth, that he was intelligent and 

could be very good at this work. He buckled down and 
did the hard work after that. It worked out well for him.”

Randall said some students need confidence. “I really en-
joy working with students who want to make something 
of themselves. Sometimes you have to be creative, work 
with them so they recognize their own success and build 
up their own confidence. In other words, even though 
you have to teach content and material, you sometimes 
just have to be a cheerleader.”
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Detroit was known as the “City of 
Champions” in the mid-1930s. The 
Detroit Tigers won the World Series 

… the Detroit Lions won the NFL 
Championship … the Detroit Red 
Wings won the Stanley Cup … De-
troit-born-and-bred boxer Joe Louis 
won the title of World Heavyweight 
Champion … and several Detroiters 
won Olympic Gold Medals or set 
world athletic records.

Eighty years later, Schoolcraft 
College could well be dubbed, the 

“College of Champions,” as its sports 
teams have won championships in 
men’s and women’s soccer, men’s 
and women’s basketball, and men’s 
bowling this season.

“We have a really good stable of head 
coaches and assistants,” said School-
craft Athletic Director Sid Fox. 

“They’ve done a great job of recruit-
ing and teaching.

“One example is Abe Mashhour, our 
men’s basketball head coach. The 
team has been strong both years he’s 
been here, finishing in the top eight 
in the national tournament both 
years. “This past season, they fin-

ished with a 31-5 record and won ti-
tles in their conference and district.”

Mashhour spelled out his recruit-
ing philosophy. “We try to recruit 
high-character players who are easy 
to get along with,” he said. “We want 
talented guys who work well together. 
We’ve been blessed to have that kind 
of group the last two years. And, we 
have a good group again this year.”

When recruiting, Mashhour stresses 
academics and more individual atten-
tion, meaning Schoolcraft is a good 

Schoolcraft College–The Home of Champions 

place to prepare for moving on to a 
four-year school.

Fox also is excited about the entry of 
two new sports into the program – 
men’s baseball and women’s softball, 
both of which started for the first 
time this spring.

“We should get even more students 
attracted to the college now with the 
success of our current teams and with 
the addition of the two spring sports,” 
Fox said. “And, of course, we’d like to 
win more championships.”
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To make a contribution to Schoolcraft College visit scf.schoolcraft.edu/donate

Schoolcraft College–The Home of Champions College Fulfills Hunger Need

James Andres, 1983
Jeannette Bartlett, 1977
Gary Bartosik, 1971
Douglas Bond, 1994
April Bonner, 1970, 1981
Laverne Brabant, 1972
Georgie Bradley, 1965
Thomas Brisbois, 2012
Catherine Broadbent, 1981
John Buck, 1972
Rachel Burtka, 2009
Christine Cargo, 1973
Michael Collins, 1976
Barbara Cope, 1981
Patricia Cotter, 1970
Patrick Crosby, 1997

Mary Culik, 1994
Patricia Curd, 1988
Cheryl Delaney, 1996, 2005
Shirley Dixon, 1987
Salvador Djeukeng, 2003
Gail Elliott, 1973
Roger Fanelli, 1982
Gregory Fasing, 1987
Linda Fenton, 2005
Patricia Fisher, 2000
Rachel Ford, 2001
Martha Forst-Watson, 1989
Sheri Frader, 2008, 2011
Gary Gabel, 1969
Joyce Galindo, 1998
Mark Gentry, 1996

John Goddard, 1997
Sharon Gomulka, 2015
Samuel Gooden, 1988
Elizabeth Grace, 1985
John Gruner, 1972
Ellen Harper, 1984
Kristen Headrick, 1985
Catherine Heidloff, 1983
William Hoff, 1974
Cheri Holman, 1979
Robin Hoshino, 1982
Maria Johnston, 1975
Karen Kasper, 1984, 1987
Michael Kenyon, 1971
Debra Kirar, 1977
Kenneth Klaus, 1983

Gary Krause, 2010
Teresa Lamb, 1996
Charles Lapp, 1990
Andres Lesko, 1992
Jennifer Mackinder, 2000
Karen Malinowski, 1989
Kevin Mallett, 2009
Lisa Matuzik, 1987
Kristina Mayer, 1994
Orin Mazzoni, 1965
Jeff McCarthy, 1981
Patrick Mog, 1986
Donna Monson-Waldrup,
 1996, 2000, 2002, 2012,
 2013
Clifford Norris, 1985

James Oppat, 1999
David Ozog, 1992
Dianne Parcella Egigian, 

1979
James Policelli, 1976
Ferne Reilich, 1968
David Richeson, 1968
William Schlick, 1974
Darice Schubatis, 2012
Edwin Schulz, 1972
Gary Siorek, 1976
Christine Skamiera, 1986
Barbara Smith, 1989
Frances Snyder, 1972
Kenneth Sobolewski, 1984
Robbin St  Amour, 1989, 

1991

JoAnne Stadnicar, 2002
Joseph Stanaj, 2011
Patrick Sullivan, 1988
Tina Theeke, 1968
Tammy Thomson, 1995
Alan Tope, 1966
Doris Van Vuren, 1974
Dawn VanRiper, 1989
Danuta Watkins, 1980
Maureen Wegryn, 1975
Phyllis Werner, 1974
Jeffrey Wilson, 1995
Patricia Yaremchuk, 1979
Mark Zabell, 1976
Sheryl Zylka, 1982

A college food pantry for students helps some of them 
avoid a major choice – whether to continue schooling or 
work to feed their families.

“That’s one of the reasons we started the food pantry at 
Schoolcraft College,” said Todd Stowell, SC’s director of 
Student Activities. “We’ve been doing this for the last six 
years and more than 150 families have used the service.”

Food pantries are available on the Livonia campus and at 
Radcliff Center, although Radcliff has limited hours.

“When students want to utilize the pantry,” Stowell said, 
they fill out an initial intake form. They just need to be a 
current Schoolcraft student and need food for themselves 
and their families. They can use the pantry twice a month 
and can take away one bag of food each time.

To fill the pantry, students, faculty and staff donate food. 
There are also fundraisers, and the proceeds are used to 
buy food at wholesale prices. “Last year 2,000 pounds 
of food was donated by students and staff,” said Stowell. 
When we have food that’s getting close to due dates, we 
pass it along to community soup kitchens where they’re 
used up relatively quickly.

“A Student Activities group helps in retrieving the donated 
food from receptacles around campus. With assistance 
from faculty and service learning classes, members of the 

food pantry student group work to keep the pantry going.”

Students who use the pantry fill bags that are provided by 
the college bookstore. “It’s a way to provide a little ano-
nymity,” said Stowell. “Some think a stigma is attached so 
we furnish the bags.”

Food pantries are becoming a trend among Michigan 
community colleges, Stowell said. “It’s a needed service 
for our students and a way for others to give back.”

Alumni Donors

Special thanks to the following alumni who so generously  
contributed to this year’s 2015 Annual Campaign.
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Students at work in the Schoolcraft College Food Pantry
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Sports Dome in SC’s Near Future
Schoolcraft College’s competitive 
sports teams will soon have an 
indoor facility for their use. Plans are 
for a multi-sport dome to be built on 
the college’s main campus.

“Our school soccer team will play 
its home games in the dome,” said 
Glenn Cerny Vice President and 
Chief Financial Officer. The dome 
will be available for our other teams, 
like basketball, baseball, softball, 
cross-country and golf to practice,” 

too. We’ll also do training and con-
ditioning in the dome.”

The dome will also be used for classes 
and special events, as well as for an 
elite travel soccer organization – the 
Michigan Wolves-Hawks Soccer Club 
(MWHSC) – which has signed a 25-
year agreement with the college to lease 
the indoor facility, the adjacent outdoor 
soccer field and office space on campus 
MWHSC will use the facility during 
after-school hours and weekends.

The 110,500-square-foot structure, 
which will be heated and air-con-
ditioned, is scheduled to be built at 
the southeast corner of the campus 
along I-275. The world-class facility 
will be equipped with ultra-efficient 
LED indoor lighting and other 
modern technologies.

The dome will open in August 
and will cost about $6 million, 
and is entirely funded by private 
investments.

A representation of a similar sport dome


